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Carried On Eagles’ Wings And Led By God Alone (Deuteronomy 32:10-12)
In this passage Moses teaches Israel to interpret its entire history through the lens of God’s care. He uses vivid
imagery taken from the wilderness to impress upon them that their survival, growth, identity, and hope rested
entirely on divine initiative. The metaphors of God finding, guarding, stirring, bearing, and guiding Israel reveal
both tenderness and majesty. These truths continue to shape how the people of God understand His dealings with
them today.

Introduction:

1. God often teaches His people through pictures drawn from creation, allowing spiritual realities to become visible
and memorable (Deuteronomy 29:2-4).

2. The Song of Moses serves as both a warning and a reminder of grace, calling Israel to remember how God acted
toward them when they were helpless (Deuteronomy 32:1-4).

3. Before confronting Israel’s future unfaithfulness, Moses anchors them in God’s past faithfulness, using four
powerful movements of divine care.

1. God Found His People In A Desert Land (Deuteronomy 32:10):

a. Moses first reminds Israel that God “found” them — not in prosperity, strength, or greatness, but in barrenness
and need, emphasizing grace rather than merit (Deuteronomy 7:7-8).

b. The “howling wilderness” reveals Israel’s inability to save itself; similarly, humanity is found by God in
spiritual desolation, not spiritual richness (Ezekiel 16:4-6).

c. By highlighting this beginning, Moses teaches that all later blessings rest on the foundation of divine initiative,
not human worthiness (Romans 5:6-8).

2. God Guarded And Treasured His People (Deuteronomy 32:10):

a. The image of God encircling His people portrays protection — a God who places Himself between His people
and danger (Psalms 34:7).

b. Israel is called the “apple of His eye,” language that affirms intimate value and personal commitment; God
guards what He loves (Zechariah 2:8).

c. Even in discipline, God’s aim is preservation, not destruction, showing a love that defends while shaping
(Hebrews 12:5-10).

3. God Bore His People As An Eagle Bears Its Young (Deuteronomy 32:11):

a. The eagle metaphor reflects both tenderness and strength: it stirs its nest to teach the young to fly, yet remains
ready to bear them up when they cannot (Exodus 19:4).

b. God’s care includes both comfort and challenge — He does not leave His people in the nest forever but
teaches them to rise, grow, and trust (Isaiah 40:31).

c. When Israel failed or feared, God carried them, demonstrating that their progress relied on divine power rather
than human ability (Deuteronomy 1:29-31).

4. God Led His People Alone (Deuteronomy 32:12):

a. Israel’s history was not shaped by chance, idols, or human ingenuity — God alone was their guide, showing
both exclusivity and sufficiency (Psalms 23:1-3).

b. By excluding all “strange gods,” Moses insists that Israel’s identity rests in a single allegiance, calling them to
loyalty and gratitude (Joshua 24:14-15).

c. God’s solitary leadership reveals His desire for relationship: they were His chosen people, shaped by His
hand, dependent on His wisdom (Isaiah 48:17).
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Conclusion:

1. Moses’ song teaches believers to interpret their past through the actions of God rather than the failures of people
— we are what we are because God found us, guarded us, carried us, and led us.

2. The metaphors reveal that divine love is not fragile but fierce — protecting, training, lifting, and guiding His
people toward His purposes.

3. These truths call us to humility (because God initiated), gratitude (because God carried), confidence (because God
protects), and loyalty (because God alone leads).

Applications:

1. Believers must remember where God found them — not in strength but in need — cultivating humility and
gratitude rather than pride (Ephesians 2:1-5).

2. God’s guarding presence should encourage us to walk faithfully even when circumstances feel unsafe, trusting
that His encircling care is real (Psalms 91:1-4).

3. Like the eagle, God sometimes “stirs our nest,” pushing us into growth we would not choose. We must embrace
discomfort as divine training, not divine abandonment (James 1:2—4).

4. When overwhelmed by life, we should remember the God who carries, drawing strength not from personal ability
but from His sustaining power (Isaiah 46:3-4).

5. Loyalty to God alone should shape every choice, thought, and allegiance. We must reject the “strange gods” of
modern life and follow the One who leads us in righteousness (Matthew 6:24, 33).

Questions:

1. What does Moses mean when he says God “found” Israel in a desert land (Deuteronomy 32:10)?
2. Why is Israel called the “apple of His eye” (Deuteronomy 32:10)?

3. What lessons are drawn from the eagle metaphor (Deuteronomy 32:11)?

4. What is the significance of God leading Israel “alone” (Deuteronomy 32:12)?

5. How do these images of God challenge modern believers (Deuteronomy 32:10-12)?
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Questions & Answers

1. What does Moses mean when he says God “found” Israel in a desert land (Deuteronomy 32:10)?

Answer: God found Israel in a condition of helplessness and spiritual barrenness, emphasizing that their salvation
and identity began with His initiative, not their merit (Deuteronomy 32:10).

2. Why is Israel called the “apple of His eye” (Deuteronomy 32:10)?

Answer: This phrase indicates Israel’s preciousness and the protective care God gives His people, guarding them as
one guards the most sensitive part of the body (Deuteronomy 32:10).

3. What lessons are drawn from the eagle metaphor (Deuteronomy 32:11)?

Answer: The metaphor teaches that God both challenges and supports His people — training them to grow while
carrying them when they cannot stand on their own (Deuteronomy 32:11).

4. What is the significance of God leading Israel “alone” (Deuteronomy 32:12)?

Answer: It affirms that no idol, nation, or human leader shaped Israel’s destiny — God alone guided them, calling
them to exclusive loyalty and trust (Deuteronomy 32:12).

5. How do these images of God challenge modern believers (Deuteronomy 32:10-12)?

Answer: They call believers to humility, trust, perseverance, and exclusive devotion, recognizing that God still
finds, guards, carries, and leads His people today (Deuteronomy 32:10-12).



